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Behind every great organization, there are great people
and Adaptive Adventures is no exception. With a small
staff and limited resources, we have always relied on vol-
unteer support to carry out our mission. No matter what
the season or program, Adaptive Adventures’ volunteers
have always been there and we could not do what we
do without them. | have worked with literally thousands
of volunteers in the adaptive sports arena in the last 15
years. I've worked with the young, the old, some expe-
rienced, and some not so experienced. I've worked with
men and women with various backgrounds from all over
the world, but I've never seen anyone who embodies the
true spirit of a volunteer more than Jim Valentine.

It was once said “forget yourself for others, and others
will never forget you.” This is how | think of Jimmy V. On
a regular basis Jimmy puts aside his personal needs and
lends a hand to Adaptive Adventures or many of the dis-
abled individuals he has met through the program. Need
a bike rack, handcycle repair, new seat, wheels, whatever...
Jimmy is always the first one to step up and help someone
in need. Although he has been volunteering for Adap-
tive Adventures for a relatively short time, he has made
such an impact that there is now an annual volunteer
award named after him. The “Jimmy V Inspiration Award”
is awarded to the person who does the most to inspire
people throughout the year.

As many of you know, Jimmy and his wife Marilyn are re-
locating to Lake Las Vegas, Nevada this winter. Although
he will be missed, I'm sure we haven't seen the last of him.
I have always considered Jimmy to be the most dedicated
and giving volunteer I've ever met, but more importantly,
I've always considered him a true friend.

Matt Feeney - Program Director

COLORADO OFFICE
P.O. Box 2245 | Evergreen, CO 80437
ph: 303.679.2770 | fax: 303.670.8290
toll free: 877.679.2770

CHICAGO OFFICE
230 Greenleaf Ave. | Wilmette, IL 60091
ph: 847.251.8445 | toll free: 866.679.2770
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Hitting the Slopes: 2007 Adaptive Adventures All Mountain Ski Camps

The 2007 ski season looks to be the biggest and best ever for the Adaptive Adventures All Mountain Camp Series. These specialty
camps are designed for intermediate and advanced skiers with physical disabilities to push their limits, improve their ski skills, and
establish new friendships.

Featured events in the 2006-2007 series include the annual Vail All Mountain
camp, “Discover Ability” youth ski camp, Sarah Will Monoski Camp, and Steam-
boat All Mountain camp, which features Powdercat skiing on the final day of the
event. Sponsored by Steamboat Powdercats, the trip enables skiers of all abilities
to access some of the most pristine back country in Colorado, to ski on fresh snow
that would normally be off-limits to skiers, making for a very unique experience.

In addition to these marquee events, Adaptive Adventures will continue to
support other organizations throughout the country to create and enhance simi-
lar ski camps. This year, collaborations will include the 7th Annual “Expand Your
Horizons” ski camp in Telluride, hosted by Telluride Adaptive Sports, and the 4th
Annual Great Lakes Monoski Madness Camp, hosted by Courage Duluth. For
these two camps, Adaptive Adventures will provide organizational and technical
assistance to improve overall participation and quality. Throughout the ski sea-
son, Adaptive also offers resources to a number of other specialty ski events by
providing instructors, volunteers, equipment, and administrative assistance.

“What originally began as one collaborative camp in Telluride has since turned
into a defined product with growing demand by adaptive skiers from across the
country. As the camps have grown, we have started to include a wider range of disabled individuals such as men and women of the
armed forces and children,” said Matt Feeney, Adaptive's ski school director. “If it's not one of our four marquee events, Adaptive’s
involvement varies from event to event and includes arranging transportation, soliciting donors, recruiting participants, offering
instructors and volunteer assistance, and providing adaptive ski equipment.”

Feeney co-founded Adaptive Adventures in 1999 with Joel Berman, who currently serves as the organization’s executive director.
Both men know first-hand the importance of increasing awareness and participation in disabled sports and outdoor recreational
events.“Matt and | are able to put together a camp for adaptive athletes through the eyes, mindset, and experiences of individuals
living with physical challenges. This makes our All Mountain camps a one-of-a-kind experience,” said Berman.

Early on, Berman and Feeney believed offering ski camps would be a great way for adaptive skiers to improve their skills as well
as meet individuals facing similar challenges in a fun, social setting. “If you get the right people in the right setting, everyone feeds
off each other and pushes one another to be better. There’s just a lot of camaraderie and spirit at the camps between skiers of all
abilities, including newly injured veterans, individuals born with a disabilities and all of the staff and volunteers,” said Feeney.

Unlike developmental ski camps that focus mainly on racing, Adaptive’s All Mountain camps highlight high-end recreational ski-
ing, and concentrate on skill development while seeking a variety of terrain and conditions. The focus of Adaptive's All Mountain
Camps is more on technique and adaptability rather than speed!”“ Many ski areas offer wonderful beginning programs in adaptive
skiing, but we try to take our participants’ skiing experience to the next level by creating a truly unique experience for participants,
p volunteers, and the community,”added Feeney.

Taking the camps “to the next level” is done through the use
of top level coaches and skiers, with and without disabilities. This
season’s camps will feature top names such as: Sarah Will (13-time
Paralympic Gold Medalist), Greg Mannino (Gold Medalist and World
Champion), Bob Emerson (ex-member of USDST), Dan Metivier (ex-
member USDST), and Kevin Jardeen (ex-coach USDST). In addition,
all of the camps feature disabled skiers from around the United
States, including 35-year-old, Irag-war Veteran Ed Salau, a resident
of North Carolina.

In 2004, Salau lost his left leg while serving our country. While
recovering at the Walter Reed Medical Center, he learned about the
AA All Mountain camps through a brief distributed to patients at
the center. Six weeks after his injury, Salau was in Vail skiing for the
first time at the Vail All Mountain camp, without so much as a pros-
thetic leg or any previous skiing experience.

“Thanks to Adaptive Adventures, | was introduced to adaptive
snow skiing, and I've have had the awesome opportunity to get
the wind back in my face and have a blast doing it," said Salau.“The
reason that | will keep coming to the camps is that we are taught
advanced techniques and receive personalized training like every
other able-bodied person.”

Adaptive Adventures’ All Mountain camps welcome disabled
Presented by | members of the military, both young and old. Several of the

~_ | camps raise money specifically to sponsor the participation of
Adaptive disabled armed forces members and their families. Adaptive Ad-
dventures ventures also provides resources to national disabled veterans
at events such as The Disabled American Veterans Winter Sports
Clinic and the Hartford Ski Spectacular.

Wounded Warrior Ed Salau enjoys the powder in Vail!

EBOEING

Foundation

Information
866.679.2770 To learn more or sign up for 2006-2007 Ski events visit:

www.AdaptiveAdventures.org www.AdaptiveAdventures.org
Winter 2006-2007
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BEHIND THE ‘BOAT - Steamboat’s First Waterski Camp by: Andrea Jehn

Thanks to many sponsors, volunteers, Adaptive Adventures,
and Access Anything, Steamboat’s 1st annual Adaptive Wake-
board and Waterski Camp was deemed a huge success! Over a | _
dozen water skiers and wakeboarders with disabilities tested their g
abilities on Bald Eagle Lake, Steamboat’s only private waterski
lake. The lake was donated by Steamboat resident Ed MacArthur
of Native Excavating.

Steamboat’s public support and welcoming attitude towards T i —
these adventurers enabled participants to spend two full days on ' - i e
the lake. Beginners learned the basics of skiing and boarding |- A - :
while the more experienced had the opportunity to perfect their |
skills. The camp featured athletes of various abilities, including [= ==
paraplegics, quadriplegics, amputees, and vision-impaired skiers
from across the country. — — el

Casey Owens, a 24-year old double amputee and Purple Heart Luanne Burke from Boulder, Colorado has_a visual |mpa|rrr|1ent
veteran of the war in Iraq called the camp a “challenging experi- but that does not prevent her from ripping on the water!
ence.” Owens, of Houston, Texas, said he is hoping to attend the event again, and ended up accompanying the Adaptive
Adventures Team to Grand Junction for a few more days of wakeboarding before returning home to Texas. Owens was
also present at Steamboat’s first All Mountain Adaptive Ski Camp in March, and has set his eyes to adventure in the ‘Boat
permanently.

A highlight of the camp was Vinny DelaCruz, who was in Steamboat Springs visiting his daughter. DelaCruz was left a
quadriplegic after a car accident three years ago and has recently started traveling and testing his abilities in his wheelchair.
He heard about the camp through a local newspaper article and decided to come watch the skiers and wakeboarders. But
little did he know this isn’t a watching sport! DelaCruz ended up skiing himself, touching the hearts of volunteers at the
camp with his huge smile and enthusiastic spirit that even included a wave to his wife in the boat ahead of him. Stories like
Owens and DelaCruz are what make events like this one worthwhile.

“A big reason for the strong local support and success of Adaptive Adventures’ two major ski events in Steamboat is the
dedication and motivation of local residents Craig Kennedy and Andy Jehn and their company, Access Anything,” com-
mented Joel Berman, executive director of Adaptive Adventures. Kennedy was paralyzed in a skiing accident in 1996, and
received huge local support for events and accessibility improvements in the community. Access Anything has helped the
city of Steamboat, as well as the city’s ski area, make monumental strides towards universal design and accessibility in the
city’s parks, ski area buildings, local restaurants, shops, and lodging properties. The town’s support shines through when
adaptive camps are brought to the area, with generous donations from local business owners that are used to house and feed
participants. With continued local donations and larger corporate sponsors, Adaptive Adventures and Access Anything
hope to continue organizing quality events in Steamboat.

In addition to the water ski and wakeboard camp, Steamboat
is home to the newest annual all mountain adaptive ski camp in
the Adaptive Adventures All Mountain Series, also co-sponsored
by Adaptive Adventures and Access Anything, and the Adaptive
World Cup Championships. Started in 2005, the Championships
will return to Steamboat in 2007. Hosting these camps provides
the fulfillment and joy of seeing others, like DelaCruz and Owens,
: get out there and execute Access Anything’s motto: Go Anywhere,

% Do Anything!

Craig Kennedy and Andrea Jehn also co-authored the
first adventure travel guide for people with disabilities,
Access Anything: Colorado, Adventuring with Disabilities,
released in July 2005. This launched the couple into a 3-
year quest of discovering what adventures lies beyond
Steamboat for people with disabilities. The guidebook in-
cludes all nine adaptive programs at ski areas around the
state, as well as hunting and fishing options, additional
activity providers such as jeeping and atv rides, scenic
drives, state and national parks, and small town highlights.

www.AccessAnything.net

Local resident Craig Kennedy tried wakeboarding for the first
time. Craig co-founded Access Anything.
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Adaptive News

Tuberous Sclerosis Conference and Kids Camp

Adaptive Adventures and
Creative Mobility joined forces
to provide a fantastic adaptive
cycling experience for nearly 50
kids at the TS Alliance National
Conference in Bloomingdale, IL.

A key partner in the success
of the conference was Corporate
Kids Events (CKE) which provided
unprecedented care in the Day
Camp. A total of 182 children
participated in daily activities &
including sibling workshops,
our cycling clinic, a magic show,
dog therapy, a visit by the local
fire station, and an unbelievable sensory mtegratlon room.

We thank CKE for inviting us to join in the ﬁght against TSC.

Creative Mobility %
A Freitive Spin an Adytive Bikes & Wesldeis v
NEW --- Training program with Vail Resorts

Thanks to the continued and growing support from Vail
Resorts and the Vail Adaptive Ski School, Adaptive Ad-

ventures will be hosting a series of four training days
with Vail staff this winter. To learn more about the ski
camp series or to become involved, please contact us at

volunteer@AdaptiveAdventures.org

resented by

Adaptive
dventures

January 31 -
February 3, 2007

Information

866.679.2770
www.AdaptiveAdventu res.org

1st annual O&P Extremity Games

presented by College Park

The O&P Extremity Games, an extreme amateur sporting com-
petition for individuals living with limb loss or limb difference,
was held in Orlando, Fla. on July 28-30. The Games were orga-
nized to bring awareness to the fact amputees and others with
physical disabilities can successfully compete in extreme sports.
Adaptive Adventures worked with RIC Sports to bring a
group of 10 athletes to the Games. Five of these athletes com-
peted in events such as wakeboarding and rock climbing. Our
participation in the event was made possible through the
generosity of Floridays Resort, which not only provided lodg-
ing for our group, but arranged a visit to Sea World as well.
The O&P Extremity Games allowed participants to demon-
strate skill, persistence, and passion while competing in various
events for cash and other prizes - all the while proving There’s

“No Replacement for the Competitive Spirit. ™

Matt Schallmoser of Adaptive Adventures
__goes big at the Extremity Games!

Artie Guerrero Joins Adaptive Team

In May, 2006, Artie Guerrero joined the Adaptive Ad-
ventures Team to promote our Education and Outreach
programs. Artie Guerrero is a Colorado native, a dedicated
leader, and an athlete committed to helping individuals with
disabilities. Artie is a respected hero for his service to our
country as well as his continuous efforts in our community.

Artie is the past-president and national director of the
Paralyzed Veterans of America Mountain States Chapter. In
June 2006, Artie received the prestigious Veteran of the Year
award, by the United Veterans 7 7 e
Committee of Colorado - being !
choosen out of 460,000 veterans §

Silver Star for his service to our
country.

His greatest goal is to inspire
kids, especially those in wheel- |
chairs. Working with Adaptive |
Adventures, Artie Guerrero will
surely reach this goal.

Adaptive Adventures
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$5000 and Above
Anschutz Family Foundation
Atomic Ski Company

Joby H. Berman
Bicycle Tour of Colorado
Boeing Foundation

Geoff and Ann Coley

Coors Brewing Company
Daniels Fund

Floridays Development, Inc.
Fowler Property Management
Francis Finlay Foundation
Garceworks, Inc.

Gary Williams Energy
Maggie George Foundation
Dr. Charles Hewett

Invacare / Top End

K & R Ventures

Lodo Restaurant Group
Christopher Reeve Paralysis
Foundation

Angus and Jackie Rogers
Sheraton Steamboat Resort
Ski Country Resorts
Steamboat Powdercats
Steamboat Ski & Resort Co.
Vail Resorts, Inc.

$1000 - $5000

Allegro Coffee
Anonymoose Foundation
Argus Event Management
Bill Belz

Edward A. Berman

The Boyle Family
Broomfield Community Foundation
Budweiser

John and MJ Cadden
Claddagh Foundation
Bradley Coley

College Park Industries
Colorado Mountain Express
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Davignon
Dean Davignon, Jr.
Disabled Sports USA

Dave and Diana Donegan
Evanston Bike Club

Four Corners Water-ski
Michael and Mary Goodkind
James and Julie Gosselin
Indeck Energy Services

Paul Huss

LeSaint Logistics

George and Julie Mannion
McKinney Prosthetics, Inc.
Leslie McLaughlin

Milo and Abby DeVries Foundation
Operation Comfort
Paragon Sports

Patagonia

Pearl lzumi

Jon and Stephanie Petersen
Pinnacle Distributing
Ptarmigan House Condos
Ed and Jane Reilly

Greg Rippy
Romano’s Pizzeria

The Roost Lodge

Jim and Gail Rosen

Sleepy Cat Guest Ranch
Specialized Moving Services
Steamboat Grand

Taggert and Associates
Telenational Inc.

Torian Plum Condos
Whitehall’s Alpine Distributing
Winnetka Rotary Foundation
Doug Zueger

$500 - $999

555 International

Abbott Labs

Allen Technology Advising
Barton Beer

Boyd and Barbara Bass
Joel H. Berman

John Cain

Cardinal Health

Colorado Embroidery
Creekside Cafe

DA, Inc.

Evergreen Bike Club
Evergreen Elks Club
Fairfield Inns

Frontier Airlines

Genesis Presbyterian Church
James Hardie Building Products
Kayak Chicago

Kent Morrison

Kwiktec

Tim and Liza Madden
Mahogany Ridge Brewery
Ronnie and Kelly Mateo
David Milan

Native Excavating, Inc.
Nicholas Morris

Oasis Marine

Chris Reilly

Sunset Foods

Sheila Turner

Southwest Airlines
Westminster Excavating
Winter Park Pub

Peter and Maureen Wright

$250 - $499

Patrick Blackwell
Raymond Brown

Coburn Development
Colorado Bagel Company
Colorado Mammoth
Colorado Ski Museum
Ben Corson

Norman and Ruth Corson
Romona L. Dehnert
Distinctive Home Lenders
Dominos Steamboat
Kareen Donegan

Eiden & ODonnell, LTD
Evergreen Marketing Group
Robert H. Feeney
Fishman & Tobin, Inc.

Kris Franklin

Freshies

Richele and Britten Hale
Robert Halstead

Hewlett Packard

High Country Shirt Works

Dennis Hirschbrunner
Martin Joyce

Fritz Kerr
Keswick-Cross, Inc.
Arvin Meritor
Motorola Foundation
Jack and Julie Neputi
Phil O'Hayre

David Ott

Ron Pollard

Ed Reilly, Jr.

The Rio Grande
Judith Segall
Smartwool
Steamboat VFW
Tuppers Team

Jimmy Valentine
Kenneth Way
Wachovia Securities, LLC

Up to $249

Thomas Adams

Alexander Law Firm

Art Aldrige

James Allen

Rebecca Archibald

Award Classics

Steve Balz

Roger and Jan Bauer

Gary and Susan Betz

Raina Blyer

Ed and Judy Borninski
John Bosco

Tina Bostic

Bredemann Lexus

Scott and Dianne Brown
Mary Jo and Walter Brownback
James Brush

Edward Burns

Elizabeth Cantor

Patricia and Donald Cassidy
Heather Chisholm
Claypool Family

Susan Collar

Robert and Joan Cox

Leah Craft

Howard Crittenden

Joel Demuth

Thomas and Debra Dent
Amy and Jon Dobrin
Kareen Donegan

Roderic Elisha

Stephen and Laurel Epstein
M. Flynn Feeney

Karen Fenwick

James and Janet Fitzpatrick
Shawn Bolton and lan Fox
James L. Freeman, Inc.
Gary Fresques

Donna Gaffney

John and Margaret Galland
Eugene Garcia

Mark Garcia

Ross Gardner

Lynne George

Amy and David Goldman
Amy and Jonathan Goldstein
Robert and Margaret Goss
Robert Gottsman

Ken Gray

Erica Wolfe Green

Janet and Elsie Gridley
Michael Guiglotto

Roger Guzman

Julie Hagenbuch

Alan Hammerman

Carol and Victor Harrison
Hickory Grove PTO
James and Martha Hickerson
Gerald and Joan Hill
Jason Holmes

Daniel and Molly Honer
James and Joan Hruby
Gregory Hubbard

Robert Irving

Mary and Peter Iten

J KWall Designers
Stephen Kelderer

Craig Kennedy

James and Pat Kerr

Leah Kramnick

Irving and Pearl Kushner
Carolyn and Jim Laginess
Paul Lanzo

Michael Lavelle

Samuel and Joan Lovering
Roger Mankus

Linda Markovits

Donald and Ruth Ann Maxim
Moe's BBQ

Joe Morroni

Alan and Dorie Marshall
Sue Marshall

Ken McLaughlin
Margaret McLaughlin
Frank Merenda

Mr. And Mrs. Fred Moeller
Paul Montgomery

Brian Morris

Julie Neputi

Amy Olmstead

John S. Petterson

Dennis and Diane Ramm
Reliance Truck and Auto
Dan Riordan

Cheryl Rogers

Stewart Ross

Mari Ruddy

Rossini Russell

Laurie and Bradley Sabin
Nison and Doreen Sabin
Alex Schaefer

Lance and Laura Schart
Cleve Schenck

Steve and Alison Schlickman
Gordon Schreur

Jo Anna Shimek

Michael Stackpool
Steamboat Winter Sports Club
Nancy Stein

Bradley J. Stelling

Bud and Ellie Steves
Rhoda Story

The Stulberg Family
JoAnn Sullivan

Mr and Mrs Eugene Thomas
Robert Tregenza

Trillium Worldwide

Tracy VanSumeren
Richard Wheeler

Doug and Judy Wiencek
David and Ann Wilson
Jahleel H. Woodbridge
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Volunteer Spotlight - Scott Smit

Scott Smit is all about giving back. Scott met Adaptive Adventures co-founder [
Matt Feeney in the summer of 2000 while volunteering for the Denver Parks and Rec-
reation Special Needs Program. When he heard about Adaptive Adventures and what
the organization was trying to do, Scott wanted to get more involved. Since then, he
has been a key ingredient in the growth of the water sports program.

The first two years Scott helped to organize and implement several new clinics,
camps, and even competitive events. In addition to volunteering a huge amount of
his own time and resources, Scott has also been instrumental in recruiting several top
volunteers. Recently, Scott agreed to take on an even greater role in the organization
as the Adaptive Adventures Water Sports Coordinator, despite the fact that it is an
unpaid position. “Scottie is tireless,” said Program Director, Matt Feeney. “He brings so
much positive energy to the water sports program and is directly responsible for the success and growth of the program.”

Scott is never satisfied with the status quo and is always looking to help a greater number of individuals with disabilities. The past
two years, he has helped Matt to expand our water-ski camp opportunities from one camp to five in 2006. “We need to expand and
have more programs in Colorado and in other states to facilitate water sports for people with disabilities,” noted Smit. “Working with
children and now recently injured armed forces personnel has given me greater energy to continue growing the program and reach-
ing out to more people. | feel like | often get more then | give volunteering for Adaptive Adventures.” Scott is currently developing
funding relationships to make his dream of providing more opportunities a reality in the next few years.

In addition to being an awesome resource for water sports, Scott has always been on hand to help with any of Adaptive’s programs.
An expert snow skier, Scott has helped at the Hartford Ski Spectacular and our All Mountain camps in the winter for the past five
years. His passion for the outdoors is evident whether he's pulling adaptive skiers behind his ski boat or assisting a mono-skier on the
chairlift. Keep up the good work, Scott!

Athlete Spotlight: Greta Neimanas - Age 18

We first had the pleasure of meeting Greta Neimanas in 2001, when
Adaptive Adventures first started offering adaptive sports opportunities in [E=
Chicago. Greta began playing soccer at the age of six and has come to en-
joy engaging in outdoor sports and activities such as kayaking, rock cIimb—

Chicago (RIC) and Adaptive Adventures. Just last month, Greta joined ou
group for a trip to Orlando, Fla for the Extremity Games, where she com-
peted in wakeboarding and rock climbing.

But it was a trip to the 2004 Paralympic Games in Athens, Greece, that Eal
introduced her to a different side of something she had been doing rec- |8

reationally for years — cycling. Greta, who was born without her left arm E= .

below the elbow, was one of six physically disabled kids who earned a trip to Athens by submitting a winning essay as part
of the Paralympic Academy program. “I've always had an interest in cycling, so | was like, ‘Hey! This is really cool! | can take this
somewhere,

m

Greta commented with her usual infectious smile.

In the area of competitive cycling Greta, has made great strides in a short period of time.
Within a year of starting her competitive career, Greta was invited to a U.S. Paralympics Na-
~ | tional Team camp last November. At the 2006 U.S. Paralympics Cycling National Champi-
onships this July, she took another large stride, winning the bronze medal in the Women'’s
Road Time Trial event. That performance, combined with a couple solid runs on the track,
| earned her a spot on the squad that will represent the U.S. at the 2006 IPC Cycling World
Championships, Sept. 7-17 in Aigle, Switzerland. Greta has modest expectations for her first
international event, “I'm not expecting to win anything because it’s just my second sea-
il son,” she noted. “l just want to get the experience right now. | just want to go and race”
Getting involved has led Greta to experiences like wakeboarding competitively, kayaking,
and becoming an award-winning scuba diver, among others. She will be a freshman this
fall at Indiana University, where she will study for a degree in therapeutic recreation, a field
.| where she may have the chance to provide such experiences for other disabled youth. For
| the past several summers, Greta has volunteered her time and positive attitude to help other
kids with disabilities at numerous camps, clinics, and events.

To help support Greta, donations can be sent to

Adaptive Adventures in her name.
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7th Annual Rocky Mountain Cycling Omnium

Start for the 2006 RMO in Downtown Golden, Colorado

Adaptive Adventures was proud to host the 7th annual
Rocky Mountain Cycling Omnium (RMO). This year’s event

featured the American Cycling Association’s Colorado State Paralympic Team member and World Champion Alejandro Albor
Criterium Championship and many of the best cyclists dominated the Handcycle Category winning all four races.
from Colorado and the U.S.!The RMO is a unique event that

pair's able-bodied amateur and professional cyclists with p, & \WORLD
disabled cyclists riding on the same courses and racing in ¢ '
front of the same crowds. The event brought athletes of
all abilities together for a weekend of learning, empower-
ment, and fun. The weather at this year’s RMO was stellar,
a far cry from 2005, and the event included 676 athletes.

The 2006 RMO also generated the biggest field in the in-
augural American Handcycle Series. California’s Alejandro
Albor proved why he’s the best in the world by dominating
every race, and making the [Paralympic Team] elite stan-

OEDTELLS LA

Sl Racing Requires
® Tl;t|l1|'|-|||||"|.
*  Tenacily
® Tactics

Like
Selling Heal Esigdc

dard at the time trial. The three-day cycling race -- which Al
included twelve different race categories for cyclists of all ARG A v eurares
abilities - featured a time-trial, road race, and a Criterium Grab Life
finale through the downtown streets of historic Old Town Apgoressively!

Golden, where crowds gathered to cheer on the cyclists. e

=

The RMO is sponsored by Boeing, Gary Williams Energy, S UccESS triproperthsgne
Argus, Coors Light, Lodo Restaurant Group, Garceworks,
Invacare Top End, and the Table Mountain Inn. Additional
support is provided by the United States Handcycle Fed-
eration, the city of Golden, the Federation of Independent 4th Annual
Associationsfor Cycling (FIAC), the World Handcycle Feder- Stars of Tomorrow Youth Ski Camp
atlon (WHF) and the American Cycling Association (ACA).

IS5 SELDOM A MATTER OF CHAMCE Fmall
CELLSTET: 303 929-4612 Forrestd Nfproperies oot

February 22-24, 2006
Vail, Colorado

Adaptive
\ dventures

For children with physical disabilities ages 8-18

More than 650 athletes competed in the 2006 RMO
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Bike Tour of Colorado...A Family Affair by: Sarah Aller

Biking across the state of Colorado and through the winding roads of
the Rocky Mountains is a rather challenging feat. Doing so on a handcycle
is quite another. Just ask Colorado Springs resident Drew Wills. Along with
his wife, Jeanie, and their son, Stephen, Drew participated in the 11th An-
nual Bicycle Tour of Colorado this past June, a 470-mile, weeklong ride
through the Rockies. Beginning and ending in Pagosa Springs, the Tour in-
cluded stops in Creede, Gunnison, Montrose, Telluride, and Mancos, as well
as scenic Wolf Creek Pass, the Blue Mesa Reservoir, and the Dallas Divide.

Drew was injured in a skiing accident in Aspen on Dec. 30, 2004. With a
| brokenbackandseveredspinalcord,itwasanaccidentthatlefthimparalyzed
and facing months of rehabilitation. Drew attended therapeutic recreation
(T-Rec) programs at Craig Hospital in Denver, a world-renown facility spe-
cializing in rehabilitation for people with severe spinal cord and brain inju-
{ ries. T-Rec Specialist Claire Cahow worked directly with Drew throughout his
rehabilitation, and Drew says it was Cahow who got him interested in hand-
cycling.SoonafterhisreleasefromCraigin April2005,andamazinglylessthan
6 months after hisinjury, Drew, Jeanie, Stephen, and daughter Krista entered the family’s first Bicycle Tour as part of the Adaptive
Adventures Cycling Team.

“The Bike Tour has been a great way for our family to get together and enjoy the Rockies and all of the scenery that comes
with it,” says Drew. “As part of the Adaptive Adventures (AA) cycling team, it's important to me that | help create awareness for
adaptive cycling as well as the opportunities that are out there today for individuals to ride, such as the Bike Tour, which offer
adaptive athletes full support throughout the event from the AA and Bike Tour staff and volunteers, such as Claire.”

2006 was the third year that AA partnered with the Bicycle Tour of Colorado and the fourth year the organization has
brought a cycling team to the event. Ranging from 20 to 25 cyclists, AA team members receive jerseys, hotel lodging at each
day’s stop, and specialized support. Besides the Bicycle Tour, AA also offers r '
cycling clinics, group rides, training programs, and other AA-sponsored
cycling events throughout the summer to adaptive athletes of any ability.

Now that Drew is back working full-time, he and Jeanie find it best to
train in the morning hours, and do so roughly five times a week. During
the winter months, Drew works at home on his trainer, which he built last
winter and adapted so it works as a handcycle. But once the spring air
arrives, Drew and Jeanie hit the streets. In preparation for this year’s Tour,
Drew and Jeanie participated in the 8th Annual Buena Vista Bike Festival,
a century (100 mile) ride in May. The route includes the scenic hills of Tur-
quoise Lake road and through the historic Leadville Mining District. Rt

“I had never done a century ride before and | really enjoyed it/ says Jeanie. ~ Dréw: Jeanie, and Stephen Wills in Gunnison, Colorado
“It was a good opportunity for us to train for the Bicycle Tour as well as just spend the day together as husband and wife and
doing what we enjoy. Riding has been a great outlet for Drew, mentally and physically, and the shared experience has brought
us closer together as a family.”

Stephen, a senior cross country runner at Williams College in Mass. agrees that the Bicycle Tour has been a good family
bonding experience and says that riding has really helped his dad throughout the recovery process.

“Growing up, the time | spent on a bike was always with my dad, and so after his accident | really didn’t envision that it would
ever happen again. Then | saw him at Craig on the handcycles and | knew it was just a matter of time until he'd be back in the
seat again,” says Stephen. “While | enjoy the ride and spending time with my family, it has also been really inspiring to me to
hang out and meet other Adaptive athletes participating in the Tour. It’s certainly enough to make me want to sign up again
next year.”

“The annual Bicycle Tour is not only a challenge, but a celebration of all the riding my family and other AA cycling team
members have done in preparation for the race,”adds Drew. “It’s certainly not easy and everybody in our group gets strained
at one point or another, but that’s when you find out who you are and what you are made of inside. This Tour promotes self-
confidence and fosters new relationships, which attracted me from the beginning, and | look forward to participating on the
Adaptive team again next year.”’

Drew, Claire, and John from Indiana on the 2006 Tour.
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To become part of the AA cycling team, contact us:

Craig Hospital | %

cycling@adaptiveadventures.org
or call 303.679.2770.

BicycLe Tour oF COLORADO
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Winter 2006 - 2007 Featured Events Calendar*

TBD Instructor and Volunteer Training (4 days) Vail, CO

3-10 Hartford Ski Spectacular Breckenridge, CO
7-8 Level Il Slalom and GS Races Breckenridge, CO
12 Recreational Ski Group Beaver Creek, CO
tbd Train the Trainer Clinic Durango, CO

thd Train the Trainer Clinic Telluride, CO

7-11 15th Annual Sarah Will Monoski Camp Vail, CO

12 Train the Trainer Steamboat, CO
13-16 2nd Annual SteamboatAll Mountain Camp Steamboat, CO
16 Powdercat Ski Day with Steamboat Powdercats Steamboat, CO
21-25 Black Hills Ski For Light Deadwood, SD
31-Feb.3 5th Annual Vail All Mountain Camp Vail, CO

2 Level 1 Race at Vail All Mountain Camp Vail, CO

5-8 7th Annual Expand Your Horizons Ski Camp Telluride, CO

14 Nordic ski group Grand County, CO
22-24 4th Annual Stars of Tommorow Youth Ski Camp Vail, CO

28 - March 2 Great Lakes Monoski Madness Camp Spirit Mountain, MN
6 Adaptive Sports Presentation - Northern lllinois University Dekalb, IL

7 Recreational Group Ski Day Arapaphoe Basin, CO
10-11 Overnight Nordic Hut Trip Central, CO

2-9 Disabled American Veterans Winter Sports Clinic Snowmass, CO
May 26-28 8th Annual Rocky Mountain Omnium Denver, CO

June 18-22 Camp Trek Youth Sports Camp Libertyville, IL

*check AdaptiveAdventures.org for additional programs

Military Recreation Program

This past summer Adaptive Adventures was proud to continue to grow our ef- [

forts in providing adaptive sports opportunities that serve armed forces members [ S588 L |
who have suffered debilitatiing injuries during their tours in Iraq and other conflicts. | === =8
In early July 2006, Adaptive Adventures staff traveled to Brooklyn, NY to par- [ & = q‘

ticipate in Disabled Sports USA’'s Adaptive Watersports Festival for wounded |
U.S. soldiers and marines. The event focused on teaching the wounded war-
riors water-skiing, fishing, and kayaking. This three -day event provided these
young men and women and their families a much deserved vacation. The
weekend was filled with parades, parties, flag waving, cheers, tears, and sport!

At the end of July, our Team again traveled
across the country to Orlando, Fla. to work with
| the wounded warriors at the Extremity Games.
| Adaptive Adventures not only helped run the wa-
=~ | ter-ski and wakeboard clinic at the event, but pro-
| curred tickets for several families to visit Sea World.
i We look forward to another winter packed with opportunities for our
injured armed forces personnel. Thank you again to the Boeing Foundation,
Floridays Development, and Gary Williams Energy as well as many individuals
_| whose generocity makes these programs possible.

The above photographs are of Army Sgt. Juanita Wilson and her daughter Kenya who were
treated to several days of competition, learning, and fun at the Extremity Games and Sea
World by Adaptive Adventures, Disabled Sports USA, and College Park Industries.
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Disabled Military
Recreation Fund

\ Help us to support our
_s troops injured in combat

Ski Spectacular
Black Hills Ski for Light
Vail All Mountain Ski Camp T3
Steamboat All Mountain Ski Camp N\
DAV / Winter Sports Clinic
Rocky Mountain Omnium
Bike Tour of Colorado
O&P Extremity Games

*John Devine
2005 Outstanding Disabled Veteran

For information contact:
Chicago: 847.251.8445
Denver: 877/303.679.2770



DONATE NOW
Thank you for making a Difference!

Enclosed is my gift to Adaptive Adventures for:

___$5,000 __$2,500 ___$1,000 ___$500
_ $250 . $100 ___$50 ___Other $
Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone: Email:

www.AdaptiveAdventures.org

Make checks
A check for the entire amount of $ is enclosed payable to

Adaptive Adventures

Please charge my credit card. See billing address above.
Checkone: _ VISA __ Mastercard

Account number: Expires:

Signature: Date:

| would like my gift to remain anonymous
Please contact me with information about volunteering for Adaptive Adventures

Adaptive Adventures is a 501(c)3 Organization EIN# - 84-1512653



