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From left to right: Ed Salau, Bob Emerson, Joel Berman, and
Jeff Adams at the Adaptive Ski and Ride Camp in Keystone,
Colorado as part of SnoFest 2008.

It is hard to believe that this winter season will mark
Adaptive Adventure’s 10th year of offering quality recre-
ational opportunities for people with disabilities. What
started as a simple but unique concept has grown into
a multi-faceted organization that serves thousands of
people around the country. We have grown in resources
and number of people impacted in every year of our exis-
tence, including this last year, which saw many individu-
als and businesses struggle in the current economic situ-
ation. Despite these struggles, we continue to be blessed
to meet and impact many children and adults who partic-
ipate in our programs each year. Although limited fund-
ing opportunities constantly challenge our ability to carry
out the mission of Adaptive Adventures, we continue to
move forward in this lethargic economy.

Of all the fundraising efforts to date, the one that always
stands out is the Greg Reilly Memorial Golf Gathering and
this year marked our 9th year for the event. The beauty
of this event is that it puts the “fun” in fundraising. Not
only is this event the cornerstone of our fundraising ef-
forts, it brings together participants, supporters, friends,
and family to highlight another year of accomplishment
and to foster future endeavors.

It is the GRM that reminds us of the strength of the hu-
man spirit and the generosity of a community. From all of
us at Adaptive Adventures, | want to express our thanks
and our appreciation of your continued support over the
years and moving forward into the future.

Joel H. Berman
Executive Director

COLORADO OFFICE
P.O. Box 2245 | Evergreen, CO 80437
ph: 303.679.2770 | fax: 303.670.8290
toll free: 877.679.2770

CHICAGO OFFICE
2616 Wilmette Ave. | Wilmette, IL 60091
ph: 847.251.8445 | toll free: 866.679.2770
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Adaptive Sports for Kids (ASK) Program

The summer of 2008 marked the most successful year to date for the ASK youth sports

program. STARS camps in Chicago and Denver both shined with high levels of partici-

pation, new staff and volunteers, and great weather. Our roles in Jr. Wheelchair Sports Camps in Colorado and
Michigan continued to expand, and we added a new series of kayaking days for the Spina Bifida Association
of lllinois summer kids camp. This year we are going to let the program images tell the story...

GREAT LAKES
ADAPTIVE SPORTS
SSQCIATIO
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ASK Photos from the Summer

Colorado Sports
for the
Physically Challenged|
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All Mountain Camps and Kids are in for 2009

As Adaptive Adventures heads into its 10th winter sea- [0 P s

son of programming, there is excitement in the air as a
new opportunity for children with disabilities to hit the
slopes has been created. To meet the growing demand 3
for adaptive ski services for children, Adaptive Adventures ;
will partner with the National Sports Center for the Dis- [
abled (NSCD) in Winter Park, Colorado, to host a children’s
ski camp in 2009. This additional “Stars” youth camp,
scheduled for January 2-5, will be the first collaborative
effort between Adaptive Adventures and the adaptive ski
giant, NSCD. “We are very excited about the opportunity
to work with the NSCD this winter” said Joel Berman, Ex-
ecutive Director of Adaptive Adventures. “Our roots are
in that program so it only makes sense to work with them
and offer another opportunity for kids with disabilities
to flourish”. In addition to this new camp, Adaptive Ad-
ventures will again host our signature Stars camp, which
will be held in Steamboat Springs, Colorado from March - . ;
21-24."“We are thrilled to be expanding opportunities for Nick Johnson enjoys the ,

. ’ o ) . slopes at the 2008 STARS Youth Ski camp.
disabled skiing in Steamboat to include a camp just for
kids,”commented Craig Kennedy, the co-founder of Access Anything.“Now we have an adult ski camp, a kids
sk| camp, and a summer water sports event in Steamboat in 2009. We have come a long way.”
¥ Ko ol : Other Highlights of the 2009 season will again include our series of
.| All-Mountain Ski Camps throughout Colorado. The adult camp series
“| will be highlighted by events in Steamboat Springs and Vail. Adaptive
Adventuresis also pleased to be involved in Snofest again this year. This
annual event, which brings thousands of members of the military and
their families to Keystone, Colorado, will take place January 28-31, and
will once again include the combined efforts of Adaptive Adventures,
Keystone Adaptive Center and the U.S. Air Force. “The Snofest event
was really incredible last year” said Adaptive Adventures ski school
director Matt Feeney. '
“Thereceptionandsup-
port that the wounded
members of the mili-
tary received from the
community and their
peers was second to
none.”

Adaptive Adventures
will also lend support
Kat Petersen enjoys the day with Steamboat and resourcesto several

Powdercats on Buffalo Pass in Colorado. other events around the

country in 2008/2009,
including the Ski Spectacular in Breckenridge, the Expand
your Horizons Camp in Telluride, the Mono-ski Madness Camp
in Duluth, Minnesota and the 25th annual Black Hills Regional
Ski for Light at Terry Peak, South Dakota. We once again wel-
come the opportunity to work with other quality organizations
around the country and look forward to a season of successful

Winter 2008-2009

and fun events.
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Adaptive News

Brunswick Bowling Event Rolls to Success

Feeney wins Hal O’'Leary Award

The Hal O’Leary Award was presented to Adaptive
Adventures Program Director and Co-founder Matt
Feeney on September 10 at Coors Field in Denver,
Colorado. This award honors an outstanding individ-
ual with a disability who has significantly contribut-
ed to his or her community through athletic achieve-
ment, leadership and dedication to the development
of awareness of individuals with disabilities. The re-
cipient is nominated by members of the community
and is then chosen by the Hal O’Leary Awards Dinner
selection committee.

Hal O’Leary served as a Board member of Adap-
tive Adventures during the first two years of our ex-
istence. “We are proud of Matt, “ commented Chair-
man George Mannion. “In twenty years of working
with disabled individuals | cannot think of anyone
more deserving than him [Matt]

RMO Selects Successful US Cycling Team

For three beautiful days last June, the top disabled
cyclists in the country gathered for the 9th Annual
Rocky Mountain Cycling Omnium. This year, the
RMO also doubled as the Beijing selection event for
the US Paralympic Team. All members of the team
were announced at a post race banquet hosted
by Adaptive Adventures Chairman George Man-
nion at Lodo’s Bar and Grill in Downtown Denver.

The event featured great racing in all categories,
with a number of athletes posting personal bests
and top world standard times.

For more information on the
2008 RMO, please check out
the US Handcycling web site.

FOor END-

www.ushandcycling.org

From right to left: Back - Erik Weihenmayer, Steve
Foley, Joel Berman, George Mannion, and Jim Ryan
Front - Matt Feeney and Artie Guererro

The Inaugural Bowling for America’s Wounded He-
roes fundraising event was a huge success. The event
was a partnership between Brunswick Zone XL and
Adaptive Adventures. The goal was to raise funds
to expand our Armed Forces Recreation Program,
which has grown significantly each of the last four
years in terms of both events held and military per-
sonnel served.

Utilizing the state-of-the art Brunswick Zone XL in
Lone Tree, Colorado, Adaptive Adventures was able
to raise over $15,000. “It was great to have over 150
people show up for the event, “noted Chairman
George Mannion.”We had nothing but positive com-
ments from all the sponsors and bowlers, and look
forward to an even bigger and better event in 2009.”

Adaptive Adventures
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Wounded Warriors Fly High at Chicago Air and Water Show

From August 13-17, 2008, a group of 20 service members from
across the U.S. arrived in Chicago to water-ski, cycle, and kayak
as part of the 50th Annual Chicago Air and Water Show. Each
was wounded in action during the Irag and Afghanistan war and
wanted to raise awareness for severely wounded veterans. The
event was created and organized by Adaptive Adventures, in
partnership with the Wounded Warrior Project, the Chicago Fire
Fighters Union 2, Disabled Sports USA, the City of Chicago, and e
many other local community and non-profit organizations.

“There are profound benefits from participation in this type [
of adaptive recreation, the most significant being the ability to [#8
take control of the healing process by learning the tools for a [E==
life that transcends injury,” said John Melia, Executive Director
and Founder, Wounded Warrior Project. “We are grateful to Navistar and Adaptive Adventures for helping to
give these Chicago-area warriors access to these events.”

The schedule of events began Wednesday, August 13, with a Chicago police and fire escort from O’Hare
airport to the Falrmont Hotel located in Downtown Chicago. After a brief moment of rest, the group was es-
corted to Harry Carray’s restaurant for an opening reception that
included speeches from Rich Simon, Alderman William Belzer, and
| General David L. Grange, President and CEO of the McCormick Tri-
bune Foundation. An added - and very unexpected - highlight of

- the first night occurred when the owners of the House of Blues
= ﬁm dropped by ar?d gave the group 40 tickets to the Ted Nugent con-
cert that evening. It was a great show!

Thursday and Friday featured sports activities on the Chicago
M |akefront. Everyonein the group had a chance to cycle on the lake-

S | front path, water-ski and wakeboard in the shadow of the John
Hancock Center as well as kayak on the Chicago River through Downtown. “l am from the Chicago area, but
have never had a chance to experience the city from this perspective, “ beamed local Warrior Brian Wilhelm.

On Friday, after a morning filled with activities, the group headed over to North Avenue Beach for the start
of the Air Show and a concert featuring the Lt. Dan Band. A highlight of the show was when Chicago icon and
legendary funny man Bill Murray came into our area and spent nearly 30 minutes talking to the Warriors. “The
highlight of the day for my family and me was to meet and spend some time with Bill Murray,” noted one sol-
dier. After the concert, the group was treated to a dinner and ceremony at the Italian American Club.

Thank you to our major event sponsor, Navistar Defense, LLC., a leading producer of Mine Resistant Ambush
Protected (MRAP) vehicles to help protect the troops from roadside bombs. Additional thanks to our program
partners Kayak Chicago, Project Mobility, Munson Ski team, GEM Productlons Chlcago Firefighters Union Lo-
cal 2, the Chicago Park District, and the Mayor’s Office for Spe- -
cial Events. (more photos on page 9)

£l NALYSTAR
SPORTS USA
BW NeF IS

h >y|’ DEFENSE
(R4
A/

WOUNDED WARRIOR
PROJECT
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Athlete Spotlight: Stephanie Jallen - Age 13

Stephanie Jallen was born with a rare birth defect called CHILD Syndrome (congenital hemi-dysplasia with
ichthyosiform erythroderma and limb defects). Hemi-dysplasia means it only affects half of her body with
Ichthyosis which is a severe skin disorder. Her left side never fully developed, leaving her arm very short and
tapered down to one digit. Her leg also had to be amputated when she was an infant.

[

Despite her difficult challenges, Stephanie stays very
active. She plays on an undefeated soccer team (using
her one leg and a cane), rides a special trike and, when
the skin disorder rash doesn’t prevent her from wear-
ing her prosthetic leg, she plays on a basketball team,
roller blades and enjoys many other activities.

Her passion for all sports led her to a youth ski camp
four years ago at the local ski area, Camelback, Penn-
sylvania. Stephanie was such a cute and vivacious
young lady that everyone at Camelback was drawn to
her. Although, many ski instructors wanted to put her
in a bi-ski to take her up the mountain the ‘easy’ way,
she refused to be handled by the instructor restraining
her and controlling the bucket. Stephanie wanted to
ski on her own. Mau Thompson, now the ASK program
coordinator for Adaptive Adventrues, commented, “| Stephanie races down the hill at the 2008 STARS

. . Youth Ski Camp in Vail, Colorado
have another athlete who skis on one leg with the sup-
port of one arm holding an outrigger but that’s not really an easy way to learn how to ski, especially for a 9
year-old kid” Stephanie decided to give it a try. Something about Stephanie made Mau think that she could
do it. Mau was ready for the challenge and knew Stephanie would love skiing independently.

During the next four days, Stephanie fell a lot! With only one side of her upper body providing support, it was
difficult for her to balance upright. Stand up, slide and fall, stand up again, slide and fall. Stephanie repeated
that on the bunny hill all day long. When she came back to the lodge for the lunch break, she ate tons of food
and fell asleep on a chair. “Stephanie skied literally until she dropped” her new coach Mau recalled.

Stephanie never complained. She did not complain about how tired her leg was, how tough it was to ski with
one leg or how frustrating it was to fall down all the time. Stephanie enjoyed the experience she had at that
camp and it showed in her smile. Mau noted, “Stephanie could not get off of the bunny hill during her first
ski camp, but | realized that she loves speed and has a strong competitive mind. On the last day of the camp,
we had a race on the intermediate hill so | decided to take
her with me to show her what a ski race looks like. | skied
through the racecourse with Stephanie on my back!”

Now Stephanie at 12 years old has committed herself to
becoming a Paralympic skiracer and to represent the USA
_ | on the US Disabled Ski Team. Stephanie is one of the reg-
| ular participants at the STARS of Tomorrow youth sports

= camps throughout the year. To learn more about Stepha-
nie visit her website at www.stephaniejallen.org

—

Stephanie paddles with anoth
STARS Youth Sports Camp in Devner
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Chicago favorite Bill Murray took time to hang with
the Warriors at the Air Show.

Adaptive
dventures

.

January 7-10, 2009

. Volunteers Are Key to Our Success!!!

Thank You!

We couldn’t do it without your support!

Program Spotlight: Michigan Adaptive Sports

Michigan...What a fun state in which to be involved in adaptive sports. Michigan Adaptive Sports provides
opportunities for persons with disabilities to participate in snow skiing, water skiing, sit wakeboarding, and
kayaking. This year, with the help of Matt Feeney and Joel Berman from your group, and Adam Scott from
Disabled Sports USA and the Wounded Warriors Project, we put on a very impressive one-day summer sports
clinic. In all, we had 34 participants, including 5 participants from the Wounded Warriors Project and 5 ath-
letes training for the Extremity Games. Michigan was also host to the Extremity Games this year, with athletes
from around the country competing in various sports such as wakeboarding, kayaking, mountain biking, rock
climbing, motorcross, and skateboarding. With sponsors like Easter Seals and Wright & Filippis, it was a suc-
cess.

Michigan Adaptive Sports also hosts an end of summer weekend camping event at a wonderful campground
in Milford called Camp Dearborn. The campground has
living accommodations already set up, barrier-free bath-
rooms, and five small lakes. We provide kayaking, swim-
ming, handcycling, fishing, tennis, golf and basketball,
as well as all meals and a Saturday night barbeque with
DJ and dancing. We can accommodate up to 75 partici-
pants and their families, and we'd love to have you join
us next year.

We are getting ready for our winter snow ski program.
We ski both in the southeast Michigan area at Pine Knob
and at Crystal Mountain and Schuss/Shanty Creek up
north. If you are ever in Michigan, please check us out.

TILL MORE FUN IS DONE!

— T— —

Kevin Mitchell, the President of MAS, helps Ret. Captain
Anthony Smith at the wakeboard and water-ski clinic for

. . . Extremity Games 3, in Pontiac, MI.
www.michiganadaptivesports.org
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Rich and Ellen Dawe
Milo and Abby Devries
Disabled Sports USA
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Kostas Z Foundation
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George and Julie Mannion
Leslie McLaughlin

JK Mullen Foundation

Jeff Muller

David Myers
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Patagonia
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Specialized Moving Services
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Taggert and Associates
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Doug Zueger
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180 Medical

555 International
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Joel H. Berman
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Daniel Marshall
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Carol and Victor Harrison
Carol Hensley

Daniel & Kitty Hershenson
John Heidtbrink

Home on the Range
Gregory Hubbard

Julie lverson

J KWall Designers

Jim Jaros

Kaiser Permanente
Stephan Kelderer
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Amy Olmstead
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Bud and Ellie Steves
Daniel Taff
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Trillium Worldwide, Inc.
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Winter 2008 - 2009 Featured Events Calendar*

December
7-14 Hartford Ski Spectacular Breckenridge, CO
14-16 WPO Training Camp Winter Park, CO
17-18 WPO GS and Slalom Races Winter Park, CO
2-5 STARS Youth Ski Camp Winter Park, CO
6-10 Vail All Mountain Ski & Ride Camp Vail, CO
11-15 Steamboat All Mountain Ski & Ride Camp Steamboat Springs, CO
15 Steamboat Powdercat Trip Buffalo Pass, CO
25 Train the Trainer Clinic Terry Peak, SD
26-29 Black Hills Ski For Light - 30th Anniversery Deadwood, SD
28-31 Adaptive Ski & Ride Camp at SnoFest Keystone, CO
31-Feb. 1 Diana Golden Series Windham, NY
Februar
2-5 Expand Your Horizons IX Telluride, CO
3-7 STARS Youth Ski camp and Diana Golden Series Camelback, PA
10-12 Huntsman Cup Park City, UT
26-28 5th Annual Great Lakes Monoski Madness Camp Spirit Mountain, MN
March
14-16 Eastern Regionals and Training Camp Waterville, NH
18-20 Eastern Regionals Sunday River, MA
21-23 STARS Youth Ski Camp Steamboat Springs, CO
28 - April 4 Disabled American Veterans Winter Sports Clinic Snowmass, CO

¥ check AdaptiveAdventures.org for additional programs

Thank you to Breeze Ski Rentals for again selecting
Adaptive Adventures to be the beneficiary of their
annual Adopt-a-Cause campaign.

&
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A 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization

P.O. Box 2245
Evergreen, CO 80437
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Enclosed is my donation for the ASK Scholarship Fund

55,000 2500 31000 ___§500
__keho 100 ___ &50 __ Olher 5
Mame:
Address:
ity atate: Zip
Phone: Ermai':

www.AdaptiveAdventures.org

A cheek Tor the entire amount of § is enclosed payab '

Adaptive Adventures

Flease charge my credit card. See billing address above.
Check cne:  VISA  Mastercard

Account number: Expiras:

Signature: Date:

I would like my gift to remain 2nonymous
Flesse contact ma with information about volunteenng for Adaptive Adventures
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